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FlExik- Creating new media for Online classes
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Until April 2020 | felt quite comfortable with my handouts, video-clips, textbooks, and
PowerPoint presentatons, teaching classes in comparative theatre, including Shakespeare
and noh-kyogen, film-making and American culture through film, as well as seminars.
Despite having no experience with live streaming or on-demand online classes, since 2020
| have taught 10 classes, all relying on GoogleClassroom, Manaba, and Zoom. | offer below
my varied uses of ICT used in Foundation seminar, SNS Overseas practice, Comparative
theatre and traditional theatre. Because of my own health situation, | am unable to
return to the classroom until Covid has been reduced. | have tried to use ICT as a tool to
provide live or online content to students that will be as entertaining and enriching as my
Face to Face classes. Although there have been many failures, | also am pleased with the
successes. | hope to improve future classes, and share them with others using Zoom FD
forums.

Teaching theatre is an especially difficult thing to do without interaction. Normally
| employ pair-work for dialogue, discussion based on video-clips, and fieldwork at
performances. Adapting to mediated educational experience was challenging, but
midway through the first semester | realized that it was also an opportunity to rethink
the classroom, take advantage of mediated lessons, and discover the astounding
variety of YouTube videos and online teaching tools that could enrich the class-time and
assignments. | never heard of “Zoom” until a faculty meeting in March! Since then, there
has been a steep learning curve. | have spent three times or longer preparing classes than
ever before. Yet this is clearly a worthwhile investment. Even when classes return to the
New Normal, | plan to include many of the online content that | have used until now.

Each class required different applications of new and old technologies, summarized below.

REFHBFIEED RH

Spring 2020 &R
EEEY  Kiso Enshu
This was an Intercultural Communication Faculty joint class, so shared On-demand
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videos were put on Manaba/GoogleDrive on Research Methods and Paragraph Writing.
My task was to help students individually write a 1500 word report. We used Zoom, which
went smoothly from the start. Breakout rooms were employed in groups of 3-5 for self-
introductions, discussing “why | chose Ryukoku” , “what was your biggest surprise when
you started studying here” and other topics that might have been difficult to speak about
in the full group. | demonstrated a sample Interview and write-up in class, then students
interviewed each other outside class on topics they chose:, “my movie-watching habits,”
“favorite sports” , then writing these up as an assignment. Some conducted the interview
by Line, by phone, or by email, and we used them as a basis to discuss the use of quotes,
sentence structure, and paragraph writing. Presentations were made by PowerPoint,
which all shared via zoom. This created a forum for highquality visual presentations
on Zoom-shared screens. But it also gave students the confidence to put their writings
into presentation format, and confidence to use the Zoom share screen tool effectively.
Although the 15 weekly assignments, presentations, final reports, and rewrites were time-
consuming for students to do and me to read, assess, and provide feedback, | felt that
students got a good grounding in skills that they could use during their next four years.

RKEE]  Oubei Engeki

We read Hamlet and watched many video clips. Normally, we would break into groups to
read dialogue for certain scenes, but with Breakout rooms this proved difficult. Although
| placed a bilingual online text in Manaba Resources, some found it difficult to Zoom
and switch to Manaba at the same times. Others did not switch on their camera; others
had sound problems. Students seemed shy with each other and lazy when out of sight.
Eventually, we abandoned breakout rooms and made most video-clip watching outside
class, uploading to GoogleClassroom select scenes of Mel Gibson, Kenneth Branagh, and
Lord Laurence Olivier. Students were encouraged to find online Shakespeare, and so could
share unexpected and delightful J-ldol and Takarazuka versions of Romeo and Juliet for
others.

SNS Overseas practice through SNS S N S %35 L 7= EXL MR

This was intended as online instruction for those studying overseas, and had been my only
experience with online class until then. There were only four students, from NZ, Australia,
and the U.S.; all studying via online language and other classes, so they were familiar with
online communications. In addition to the usual assignments, we held four monthly zoom
meetings via Zoom, and they were happy to share their fears, homestay frictions, and hear
about life in Japan and Ryukoku from me. When | ended the one-hour meetings, | assigned
a co-host so they could continue chatting with each other, which they seemed to enjoy,
many of them happily chattering away in Japanese which they had apparently not often
used while abroad.



Fall 2020 #&HA

Comparative Theatre Introduction Lt&EEEIAFT

This class introduces themes of “facial expression,” “dance” and “vocalization” as well as
case-studies of musicals, directing, and intercultural appropriation through video clips.
Fortunately, | had received an FD grant in 2019 to place my existing clips and many of my
VHS and DVD onto digital hard-drives. And these clips were labeled with performer/title
and the particular points | wanted students to observe. For 2020 this proved a lifesaver,
as | placed these 2 minute-7minute clips into an Imovie, then exported them as a high-
quality mp4 video to share on Manaba/GoogleClassroom. In an on-demand class, | used
Zoom recordings to introduce the class themes and go over survey answers from the
previous week, then provided this thematic video on-demand. Students had the benefit
of my current observations on their progress, but can watch the 60-minute compilations
of videos at their own homes or download to their computer for better quality. We met for
Live Streaming once a month to go over questions, and do assignments that are otherwise
difficult: Breakout rooms to read dialogue, demonstrate mask-use, etc---.

» o«

Traditional Theatre {GiiZ=BEHR

Similarly, | have used videoclips in an mp4 compilation as an on-demand method to
introduce basics of kyogen, noh, kabuki, bunraku, and contemporary collaborations. Once
a month, we had a Live streaming class: | teach noh and kyogen basic movements, having
students hold fans or fan-like objects if they can, and answer questions. | have them take
advantage of online resources, in Japanese and English, provided by the government or on
YouTube, Which are plentiful. And | encourage students to seek out more on the web, and
share sites via the Survey function on Manaba.

Seminar2 J&EH2

Although it was risky for me to attend a classroom, | feel it important that students
experience the social and intellectual stimulation of face-to-face classes. Therefore |
developed a hybrid: 9 zemi students attended class in real time each week; | sat in room
next door (transparent glass) , or in my office, and Zoom in. The computer was set up to
project our remote class. However, noise from the room fans, projector and hallways and
limitations of fixed cameras made this difficult to continue. | returned to the class, with a
faceshield.

Active learning: Kiso students had to interview each other outside class and then write up
their results. Comparative theatre students have to draw each others’ faces, and also visit
a festival, theatre, dance performance or watch one online. Traditional theatre students
had to send photos of a Kaguraden stae they visited, and participate in workshops in noh
and kyogen movement. Although it is not as easy as in real-time classroom, these activities



kept students focused on physical, engaging assignments, and providing feedback the
following week (1 uploaded a slideshow of their drawn faces; kaguraden visits).

Guest speakers | usually have one guest speaker per semester. This year, | had 5! For
Comparative Theatre, | invited an experienced translator of Japanese theatre, a Belgium-
based researcher of post-dramatic political theatre, and Tokyo-based expert on theatre
theory to “visit” the class via Zoom. For traditional theatre, | invited a noh actor, kyogen
actor, kabuki-bunraku specialist, foreign scholar of late Edo kabuki, Kyomai dance
specialist. After | introduces them, they spoke for 30-40 minutes using PPT, followed by
a L ively 30-minute discussion with me. The following week, | read their responses to
student questions on the survey. This method allowed me to bring in experts, providing
different foreign perspectives (Canadian, Finnish) on traditional theatre, all speaking
better Japanese than I!—and gave students fresh perspectives and interesting discussions
to watch instead of merely online ready-made content. Visiting lecturers were happy to
contribute, some inviting me to their classes in exchange.

As representative for the Arts & Media Course, one of three in IC, | helped organize a
Pandemic Forum on June 16th that offered perspectives on how Corona was affecting the
worlds of music, theatre, anime, and manga around the world. This was a Zoom talk, that
was archived to show to 2nd year students as one group’ s historical perspective of Arts &
Media now.

At an FD Forum Sept 15 for Intercultural Communication faculty, | presented a PPT
encouraging new class paradigms, getting away from the recorded-PPT model. | have since
expanded this, recorded in English and Japanese, and shared with colleagues.

We are all fumbling in the dark. The sudden shift to online teaching has caused confusion
in students and teachers around the world. | have tried to use the electronic resources
as tools to create new assignments, on-demand videos, real-time workshops, and guest
lectures. By sharing these successes (and failures) with colleagues, we can all improve our
methods as the virus continues into 2021.
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