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s%¢1 ) They are called liberal (Lat. liber, free), because they serve the
purpose of training the free man, in contrast with the artes illiberales,
which are pursued for economic purposes; their aim is to prepare the
student not for gaining a livelihood, but for the pursuit of science in the
strict sense of the term. The Catholic Encyclopedia, Volume 1, 1907,
Robert Appleton Company.
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intellectual culture, are the discipline and the furniture of the mind;

“...the Report declared, ‘The two great points to be gained in
expanding its power, and storing it with knowledge.”” Jeremiah Day,
Yale Report, published in “American Journal of Science and Arts,”
1829.

#3)
had grown alarmed over the vast concentrations of power, wealth, and

“In the waning years of the nineteenth century, many Americans

privilege that unregulated laissez-faire capitalism had seemingly
encouraged. Special interests, reformers believed, now posed a major
threat to democratic ideals, especially to the principle of equality of
opportunity. Monopolies and trusts were chiefly responsible for rampant
political corruption, for the politcal machine, for the spread of urban
slums and the shameless exploitation of immigrant labor. The cure for

the nation’s ills, progressives announced, was still more democracy, the
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liberal education & 35Dl realization of

preferential party primary, universal suffrage, the secret ballot, the
initiative, and the referendum. Tighter ligeslative control over working
conditions and better regulation of industries were called for. Improved
schools, honesty in government, more social responsibility in the
commercial sphere, a reversal of declining standards of public and
private morality were all important elements comprising the
progressieve agenda.” C. J. Lucas, American Higher Education—A
History, St. Martin’s Press, 1994, p. 175.
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%6 ) “We move from thinking about the future to thinking about an
enduring quality of the present. In short, even when we argue in this
theoretical style,we do not find that education has aims in the future.
Any serious concept of education seems inevitably to root itself in a
state of being that endures—one based in the perpetual present of the
self.” Andrew Abbot, “The Aims of Education Address,” Universtiy of
Chicago, 2003.

%7 ) “The liberation that ultimately matters is the specific liberation
from this forced competition of teachers for academic positions and of
students for future jobs, which is simply an instance of the general
competition for survival in the capitalist environment...By my lights,
liberal education aims to rid us of the interpersonal competition for
survival.” Andrew Chrucky, "The Aim of Liberal Education,” University
of Chicago, 2005.
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