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“Can an admission policy
alone improve the enroliment rates?”

The Graduate School of Economics
radically changed its admission and
education policies two years ago.
Facing a steep decline in application
numbers, we decided to replace
written entrance examinations with
interviews (and a small essay for
foreign students that would allow
us to determine the level of an
applicant’s proficiency in Japanese).
In order to reach possibly wide range
of potential applicants, we have also
decided to accept the students with
no previous experience in learning
economics. For addressing the
needs of the beginners in economics
as well as the students aiming at
graduating quicker than a standard
two year cycle, the “general course
in economics” (& T —X) has
been established. Our understanding
is that we have agreed to accept
candidates without any background
in economics on condition they
attended a set of prescribed classes
that reduce their initial lack of basic

knowledge in economics.

The results of the new admission
policy have been at best mixed.
While the numbers of applicants
have not increased dramatically, the
composition of the applying group
has changed with an increase of
foreign students (e.g. continental
Chinese students that completed their
undergraduate studies in humanities)
and no significant improvement in
applications of the Japanese. There
have been also side effects of our
new policy with students trying
to find various loopholes in order
to avoid studying basic economics.
At the same time we have been
witnessing a kind of a “brain drain”
when our best undergraduate
students leave Ryukoku University
to continue their graduate studies at
other universities in spite of being
offered “internal recommendation”
(W) and “grade-skipping”
(M) opportunities. This year
just one person has applied under
the former category (result similar
to other graduate schools that have

Krawczyk Mariusz Konrad @@issmzsisigs)

had 1-3 applicants each) while the
latter category seems to be virtually
dormant with just one application in
the last 20 years.

It wouldn't be a revelation to
state that the increase in foreigners’
applications is due to the university
s policy of granting them generous
exemptions from tuition fees rather
than their sudden increase of interest
in economics. As for the internal
recommendation and grade skipping
schemes they do not provide our
undergraduate students with enough
incentives (e.g. they have to pay all
the same tuition fees as all the other
students) to stop the best of them
from searching for their chances
at the country's elite national
universities.

Unfortunately it seems that
separate efforts at particular
graduate schools can hardly produce
expected results as long as they are
not supported by coordinated reforms
at the university level.

Ryukoku University Center of Educational Development Report 9
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