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Left behind places: nativism, populism, and
the geography of discontent

Jonas Suchanek (Charles University,

Research Fellow / EIfRFEEEMNE
g8)

Since the refugee 'crisis’ of 2015 and 2016, many European
countries have witnessed an unprecedented

surge in nativist and populist attitudes. As a result,
numerous anti-immigrant parties and movements

have come to power, while nativism and populism have become
increasingly mainstreamed into political

and media discourses. However, there remains a significant
gap in the literature, primarily focusing on

Western European countries and utilizing global regression
models with |imited explanatory value - in

cases where aggregate data such as electoral outcomes are
analyzed. To address these gaps, my research

employs a geographical perspective to explore the dynamics
of nativism, populism, and electoral discontent

in the Central and Eastern uropean region, specifically in
Czechia and Slovakia

This approach allows for the application of a theoretical
framework centered on ' left behind places’ and
benefits from the use of spatial regression methods
presentation, I will first discuss the nuances of
nativism and populism across different European countries in
the light of the ‘left behind places’ conceptual
framework and then share concrete findings of my research
conducted for my dissertation.

In my
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among GCentral European students
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